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Parkinson’s disease nurse specialist for West Hertfordshire
Background
The PCT has been working with practice based commissioning groups (local GPs), the Parkinson’s Disease Society and local neurological clinicians to look at national clinical evidence around the appointment of a Parkinson’s disease nurse specialist for West Hertfordshire.  The appointment has been agreed in principle and the team are now working together to ensure that the proper processes have been completed before we start the recruitment procedure.
Cost

A Parkinson’s Disease nurse specialist costs about £47,000 per year and that includes salary and other non-pay costs such as training and materials.
Appointment
It is not possible to say when the nurse specialist will be appointed.  This is because the agreement to appoint to this post is only in principle at this stage.  There are certain processes to go through before final agreement is reached and recruitment commences.
Base/area covered

If appointed, the nurse specialist will work within the West Hertfordshire Neurological Service that is currently based at St Albans City Hospital and at Jacketts Field Rehabilitation Unit in Abbots Langley.  West Hertfordshire covers patients who live in Watford, Three Rivers, Dacorum, St Albans and Harpenden and Hertsmere.
Future recruitment

If appointed, the PCT will monitor and review the impact that the nurse specialist has made to determine whether one is the right number.

Role
The role of the nurse specialist is to support patients who live with Parkinson’s disease for example by reviewing their medication, advising on self management and by supporting newly diagnosed patients.
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